






Nigeria, in the recent past, has been rated as one of the countries in the world 

with a huge population of out-of-school children and youths. The situation 

became worsened by the escalation of insurgency in the northeast leading to 

closure of many schools and the displacement of huge number persons including 

children and adolescents. Credible sources have it that many schools in the 

northeast states were closed from November 2014 to June 2015. By August 

2017, an estimated 57% of schools were still closed in Borno. 

Although many of the schools have been reopened, a high percentage of children 

are yet to return to school due to poverty and other socio-economic factors. 

There are also pockets of attack, psychosocial factors that affect human 

instability including where to start education again, having been out of school for 

many years (up to 10 years, in some instances). 

Further, in the recent times, there have been widespread happenings, across the 

country, that have led to long term disruption of the educational pursuits of 

children and youths. These children and youths, in most instances, are either 

overage to continue schooling from where they stopped or are overage to start 

schooling from the foundation class (Primary 1). Incidentally, this group of 

children are found in many parts of the country. 

Addressing this situation required the articulation of a special form of educational 

programme that will meet the peculiar circumstance of these children in this 

category. Whereas pockets of efforts have been made towards addressing the 

challenge, Nigeria lacks a strategically designed educational programme and 

curriculum standards that suits the peculiarities of children in this category. 

Understandably, some non-governmental organizations have attempted to 

provide some interventions in this regard but these they had done without a 

nationally established framework and curriculum standards. 

Importantly, the Ministerial Strategy Plan (2018- 2022) had clearly identified 

containing the menace of out-of-school children as one of the 10 pillars of the 

programmes targeted at bringing about change the Nigerian education sector. 

The above scenario informed the need for the development of a National 

Accelerated Education Curriculum with the overarching objective of providing a 

catchup educational programme suitable for the educational needs of out-of-

school children, and in the process mainstream them to formal school 

programme or provide them with alternative career path through enrolment into 

vocational training centres, after completing basic education. The intention to 

develop the curriculum arose also because of the need to provide a national 

curriculum standard that can be used in all states of Nigeria, where there are 

such peculiarities. 

The Nigeria Accelerated Education Programme (NAEP) specifically targets out-

of-school children between ages 10 and 18 who were in school but had their 

education interrupted and are overage to continue schooling from where they 

stopped and; those who have never been to school and are overage to start 

formal education from the foundation class (Primary 1).  The NAEP is structured 

into 3 Levels as exemplified below: 

· Level 1 (Stage 1 -3) to cover the curriculum contents of Primary 1 – 3

· Level 2 (Stage 1 -3) to cover the curriculum contents of Primary 4 – 6

· Level 3 (Stage 1 – 3) to cover the curriculum contents of JS 1 -3.

Each level will run for one academic year of 3 terms, similar to the regular school 

programme but with a flexible timetable in learner-friendly centres. The 

structure is further explained in the table below:
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Level  Target group   Level 1

 
·

 
Those who have never been to school aged 10 and 

above 

 
Level 2

 

·

 

Those who have been to school up to primary 2 or 

3 but dropped out due to one reason or the other. 

Level 3 · Those who have been to school up to primary 5 or 

6 but dropped out due to one reason or the other. 

Five subjects were selected for the implementation of the programme. These 

are: English Studies, Mathematics, Basic Science and Technology, Nigerian 

History and Values and one Nigerian Language (Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba, in the 

interim).

The development of the Accelerated Basic Education Curriculum involved a 

systematic procedure in which the 9-Year Basic Education Curriculum (for the 

selected subjects) was condensed into a 3-Year accelerated basic education 

curriculum without compromising the quality. 

NERDC's four-stage approach to curriculum development was adopted in the 

process. These are:

i. Planning, which involves concepts and strategy formulation,

ii. Writing (crafting) of the initial draft of the curriculum document;

iii. Critique of the draft curriculum document; and

iv. Editorial and finalization of the curriculum document.

Teacher's Guide, with detailed and well sequenced contents, instructional 

strategies and assessment procedures is also developed to strengthen teachers' 

capabilities to effectively teach the curriculum. 

It is my delight to acknowledge the role played by Plan International and Save the 

Children International in the development of the curriculum under the European 

Union funded project: The EU Response, Early Recovery and Resilience in Borno 

State: Education Component. 

My appreciation also goes to all our resource persons for their efforts, expertise 

and commitment to the success of the project. It is my deepest conviction that 

the use of this curriculum will be of immense benefit to the nation in the bid to 

addressing the problem of out-of-school children in Nigeria.

PROF. ISMAIL JUNAIDU

Executive Secretary, NERDC
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